
takes a trip to Havana and makes a few di< 







Post reporter Steve Dunleavy records I 
impressions of a Congressman s travels 


FREDDIE” 
had only four days to do it 
all— talk to CIA ageqto be- 
hind bars, charm a beautiful 
communist lady, stndgHten 
out an American hijacker, 


exult hi possibly the best fan 
dance in the world, talc poli- 
tics with Shirley MacLalne, 
soak up a bit of Hemingway, 
light a Chanukah candle, eat 
until he was bursting— and 
take on one of the toughest 
dudes this side of Muham- 
mad All. 

And it all happened In 
"enemy territoy." 

The “boy" from Brooklyn, 
veteran political Congress- 
man Fred Richmond went to 
Cuba to do a bit of old 
fashioned street brawling 
with the number one face in 
the Card bean, Fidel Castro. 

Officially Richmond went 
to Havana to talk about 


lewish children at the Havana Synagogue 


agriculture. Be wanted to 
offer the Cubans much- 
needed technology on the 
farm. But unofficially he was 
carrying a tough message 
from President Carter. 

He went armed with mes- 
sages to “get the hell out of 
Angola/' and stop meddling 
in Puerto Rica 
First on his shopping list 
was to see five U.S. citizens 
who appeared to be CIA 
agents. Between them they 
have 160 years in sentences. 

They are Frank Emmick, 
63, of Toledo, accused of be- 
ing the CIA director of Cuba 
at the time of the 1960 rev- 
olution, Everett Jackson, 37, 
of Miami, Lawrence Lunt, 
54, of Wyoming, Juan Tur, 
60, of Tampa, and Cluadio 
Rodriguez Morales, 47, of 
Puerto Rica 

Most sinister of the 
charges Is laid against Em- 
mick. The Cubans say that 
even after he was given a 
30-year jail sentence, he still 
operated an underground 
network for the CIA. And In 
1973, the Cubans charged 
him with being the "Intel- 
lectual author" of an assas- 
sination. 

jj pun ick admits that he 
sent a secret letter to for- 
mer CIA head Richard Helms 
from his Cuban prison to 
tell of the activities of a 
Dominican revolutionary. The 
Dominican was soon after 
found murdered. 

"I am not a <?IA agent," 
he told Richmond. "I am a 
patriotic American. I don’t 
know about these chafges.” 
Richmond is now negotiat- 
ing with Castro to free the 
prisoners. 

But Havana is more than 
jails. To establish that Fidel 
would give him the time he 
thought necessary to talk, 
Richmond had to assure one 
of Castro's closest confi- 
dantes that he was for real. 
This was a beautiful 25-ycar- 
olil Interpreter, Juanita 
Vera, a girl wlio speaks bet- 
ter English than most pro- 
fessors. 

“She is an absolutely stun- 
ning lady, both in looks and 
intelligence, ’’ says Riclimond. 
‘Tier translation is uncanny. 

is quite dear she is a 
rery important cog in the 
wheel despite her age. She 
Is a committed communist— 
but very feminine and attrac- 
tive." 

While battling with the 
nuances of Cuban protocol 
Richmond was sought out by 
named Cliff McCrary, 
hree years ago with 
ris wife and two children 
chartered a fishing boat out 
)f Key West, Florida. He 
hen stuck a gun in the caj>- 
ains ribs and told him to 
jo to Cuba. 

McCary told me this week 
while walking around as 


free man: “I did it only to 
protest conditions against 
the working man in the 
States. I'm not & criminal, 
not a hijacker, just someone 
who was desperate. That’s 
why I sought out Congress- 
man Richmond." 

After patiently listening to 
America’s first "boat-jacker" 
Congressman Richmond felt 
that the deal really was not 
inside constituency. 

Following several hours 
with representatives from 
the Agriculture, Fishing and 
Cultural Ministcries, Rich- 
mond's Cuban hosts decided 
to take him to "The Tropi- 
cana.” 

"It Is," said Richmond, 
"unquestionably one otf the 
most beautiful nightspots in 
the world. Frankly, fn com- 
munist countries you don’t 
expect to see such exotic 
•trimmings as 100 female 
dancers and a big band that 
compares with the best in 
the world. 

When Richmond managed 
to excuse himself from func- 
tions he went over to the 
Havana Synagogue to meet 
with the congregation’s chil- 
dren. He lit the first light 
of Ch a nuk a h candle and com- 
mented: "It was a beautiful 
experience." 

On top of It all, Richmond 
had to get down to brass 
tacks and talk tough with 
Fidel 

"It’s very difficult to scold 
a man of his intelligence and 
depth,” he said, "he Is an 
incredibly charming man. 
But we had some tough bat- 
tles that went for hours." 


It is amazing w 


a Congressman Richmond met everyone f rom Shirley 
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